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SEA CLASSICS invites e comfibufions
i this “Senve Our Ships™ eslumn,
Send ke 505, 9509 vn-rm,.wA

sAVE

The last of a distinguished

breed of Naval workhorse, the
former fleet tug Zuni (ATF-95) —
now renamed the USCGC Tamaroa

(WMEC-166) — is in dire need of [ ‘

your support as she continues her

fight to remain afloat as a tribute
to all former tu gbﬂm' sai :'ars
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s the last of her kind — an
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dozen roles in war and peacs and Ocean Tugs during WWII, dubbed
ﬂ:dandimh‘.uqmatmhf&w Today . them ATFs and named them for* ©
best remembered as the retired US: American Indian tribes. The ATFs
Coast Guard cutter Tamarca were 50 nuinerous and widely -
(WMEC-166), WWII vets fondly deployed that most any tughoat
recall her as the samilor worth his sslt served aboard
Fleot Tog USS Zuni (ATF-885). one sometime in his career. Big and
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brawny 205-ft workhorsea rated at
1235-toms, their muscolar profile
implied a bulldogish loak af

, confident strength that well-

reflectad their ability to perform o
muty:rftuhwir.haqull
dexterity. As pushers and pullers,
m“nmbhﬁlh
meade & m‘lﬂmﬂl
specialty
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arrived in Espiritu Sento in the New
Hebrides Islands at the end of
January 1844, Early in Pebroacy,
the ship laft Espiritu Santo for
Hawail and, on 17 February, armived
in Pearl Harbor. She performed
routing missions for the naxt three
muonths departing Pear] Harbor in
mid-May for duty in the Central
Pacific. Towing ARD-16, the tug

arrivad in Kwajalein atoll on 2 June.
Zuni served as a utility tug there

Juna 1848, thess former MNaval Fleel were ai firsd ghwen
WATF designators, During 1968, their designaiors becama
WHEL. in Coast Guard colors, they wWware known os the

off Greankand in the 16708, Their

until mid-July when ghe in took
ﬁRDulEingm&mm;w

Saipan. She parti in the July
mﬂtmmm.
she towed ARD-17 to the Palau

Islands
the Pe

support services to
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As a resull of B crewman's negligence in leaving a critical sea valve opan, Tamaros sank af her Mew Jersay berth i 1868, The
accident prompis the question: Who saves the Coasties whan one of thelr vessels s in troulds ? Al gy rabe, Tamaros was quickty
pumped owt and refloated befors 166 much hevor affected her machinsry.

In late October, she received an
emergency order to rendezvous with
light cruiser Houston (CL-31},
damaged by two torpedoes off
Formosa. She relieved Fawneae
(ATF-74) of the ship and towed her
ta Withi atall on 27 October, On 4
MNovember, another set of urgent
orders sent her to the rescoe of the
light eruiser Reno (C1-98), damaged
by a o off the Philippines on 3
Hmmhuwmnuﬁl thﬂu’mmwln
nearly capsized, the ships’ crews
combined to meet the threat, the tug
towing the cruiser 1500-mi back to
Liithi, srriving on 10 November.

The Zuni suffered underwater
damage firom the two ships
pounding together during the
salvage. She remained in Ulithi for
the rest of November assisting in
mooring both the Houston and Reno
for dry docking. For the next two
months, she did various mizsion
pesignments and then returned to
Lithi. On 22 February, she arrived
off Iwo Jims, sopporting the
invasion and assisting in the
recovery of stranded and damaged
vezsels for the next month.
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On 25 March 1945, she broached
on the beach as the result of a fouled
anchor and propeller. Sha lost two
erewman and suffered o broken keel
and holed sides.

She was pulied off the beach,
bemporarily ropaired, and towed to
Saipan for further temporary
repaira. Zuni was towed to Pearl
Harbor where ghe arrived at the end
of Moy, After 14-weeks of repairs ot
Pear| Harbor, she active
duty on 15 September, during which
time WWII ended. The tug served
with the Pacific Flest until the
beginning of 1845, She then
tranzferred to the Atlantic Fleet
serving in the Gulf Cosst ares,
nssisting in the steckpiling the
many vessels resumed to the U5
from around the werld.

COAST GQUARD
HIETORY

The USS Zumi was transfermed to
the Coast Guard on 29 June 1946.
The Coast Guard renamed her
USCGC Tamearca after a long
succeasion of Coast Guard tugs of
the same nome.

She was hame poried from her
commissioning in 1946 to 1985 in
Mew York; first on Staten Ieland
and then on Governors [sland. From
there, she conducted numerous
misgions, including search and
reacue, lnw enforcement patrols,
international ice patrols, fsheries
enforcement, also servicing the
“Texas Towers”™ of the Cold War
early warning system opernted by
the IS Air Force, to name just a
faw, In July 1985, she moved to Now
Castle, New Hampshire, where she
operated from until she was
decommissionsd in 1954,

Throughout her Coast Guard
carecr the Tamaron assisted many
vegsels in distross.

The most pablicized rescues
invelving the Tamaroa took place in
1991 during the "Mo-Name™ or

"Hallpwesan Storm” that was
subsequently immortalizad in
Sobastian Junger's best-seller The
Perfect Storm. The Tamarma
assited in the rescoe of the three
crew members aboard the sailboat
Satord, 75-mi off Nantucket Island.
During the operation, seas built to



40-ft in height and the winds were
over B0-mph.

Mo sooner had the crew relased,
when the Temaroa was battling the
seas again, this time in

of the erew of B downed Air
National Guard helicopter that had
boan forced to ditch when it ran out
of fivel cn 8 rescus mbssion of its
own. Tamaros was ahle to rescue
four of the Ave crowmen, an act
which earned her crew many
individual awards and the tog the
Coast Guard Foundetion Award.

A FLEET VANISHES
Following the end of WWIL, the
Navy gave 30 ATFs to foreign
countries, and six to the US Coast
Guard, During their carsers, four
were sunk and two are in Celifornis
awaiting the scrapper's torch. Over
the years, another 30 were either
scroppoed or sunk as targets,

including five of the USCG ships.
Today, only one remains: the ex-
ATF ZuniUSCGC Tamaroa —
winner of four WWII battle stars —
now temporarily based in Baltimare
bt slated to scon move to Virginia.
A ship well worth saving for
"qr.ahenaadﬂnu nfﬂmﬂ
support — & true
project already well
Initial efforts to save the
Ennﬂmummmnﬁthe
usual progressicn of Oits starts.
Decommissioned in 1994, the
National Association of Fleet Tug
Sailors put up the funding to have
the ship towed from New Castle,
New Hampshire, to New York City
where she was long displayed at the
Intrepld Air & Space Muoseum
complex. However, plans for her
complete preservation failed to
materialize and, after gix-yvears of
wrangling, Tamarsa was sold at

E

auction for her scrap value to a ship
broker who planned to convert her

formed as a tax-exempt non-profit
organization with the intent of
restoring the tug to her original
dedicated ex-sailors, maritime
enthusiasts and businessmen who
knew the full scope of such an
ambitious undertaking, the TMF
devised a valid business plan which
identifiad several revenue sources to
support the project.

During its extensive restorations,
Tamaroa will be made available to
civie and veterans’ groups for tours
end meetings. She will alse becoma
an aducational platform for Novy
League Sea Cadets, Sea Scouts and
junier NROTC groups. An on-board
museum and gift shop will ba
established and public visitations
encouraged. But, even with all this
activity, the Tamaroa project still
peeds all the halp she can muoster to
meet her fircal obligntions.

Through the valiant afforts of a
small veluntesr stall and a fow
dedicated former crewman, the ship
is baing fitted oot with most of e
misgion materinl. The volunteers
whao live aboard eat and sleep where
they live. Most are donors too, for
the numbar of bills to bo paid is
never-inding. Ships are expenzive
commodities to maintain and money
has to be continually generated to

pay for fuel, utilities, sewage tank
pump outs, insurance, meoring fees,
and tive costs like

and H

mmm:f. very good
start. It has applisd for Federal and
State aid and grants but, due to
recent events such as the Hurricane
Hatrina tragedy, public funding is
very difficult to sequire. The
Tamarcs supportérs need everyone's
help for, if the project isn't
successful, this lnst example of her
kind will vanish forever... and that
will compound the tragedy that hes
befallen all-too-many classic vessels.

For mare information on how you
can halp, visit the TMF website at:
wwnw, tamaros.org; call (804) 273-
0247, or just send a check to The
Tamaroa Maritime Foundation at
P.0. Box 28042, Richmond, Virginia
23228, You'll be glad you did. S€
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